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Szveated  I ndustries . 

‘'Alas!  that  bread  should  be  so  dear, 

And  flesh  and  blood  so  cheap." 


/ Short  Guide 


Exhibition  of  Articles 

dXdade  under  Szveated"  conditions., 

’iritb  Illustrations  by  Workers  in  some 
industries  in  which  Sweating  pret>ails. 


HELP  AT 


St.  yohii  s Institute W zstminster,^ 
On  Saturday^  Nov,  2.nd^  ^907- 


The  articles  shoivn  are  the  property  of  the  Womens 
Labour  League  and  the  Xational  Anti-Sweating  League. 


The  E.xhibition  is  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  ITcSt- 
minster  Branch  of  the  Independent  Labour  Party. 

Reg.  Harvey,  Sec.,  27,  Chapter  Street,  S.W. 
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Sweating — -l^Ohat  it  is. 

The  term  “Sweating,”  to  which  at  one  time  the  notion 
of  sub-contract  was  attached,  has  gradually  come  to  be 
applied  to  almost  any  method  of  work  under  which 
workers  are  extremely  ill-paid  or  extremely  over- worked  ; 
and  the  “ Sweater  ” means,  now-a-days,  “ the  employer  or 
contractor  who  cuts  down  wages  below  the  level  of 
decent  subsistence,  works  his  operatives  for  excessive  hours, 
or  compels  them  to  toil  under  insanitary  conditions.” 

The  Exhibition  is  intended  to  direct  attention  to  some 
of  the  industries  in  which  “ Sweating  ” prevails,  and  to 
indicate  some  possible  remedies  or  palliatives.  This  will 
be  done  (i ) By  a demonstration  by  actual  workers  ; (2)  By 
the  exhibition  of  a series  of  articles  with  attached  labels ; 
(3)  By  short  lectures,  and  (4)  By  the  sale  of  literature. 

/.  D^he  'Workers. 

The  Workers  at  this  Exhibition  will  demonstrate  : 

I.  Trouser  Making. — The  process  includes  all  the 
machining  on  the  trousers,  including  the  pockets,  and 
pressing  with  hot  iron.  It  takes  nearly  an  hour  to  make 
one  pair.  Boys’  knickers,  is.  6d.  per  dozen ; youths’ 
trousers,  2s.  3d.  per  dozen ; men’s  trousers,  2s.  6d.  per 
dozen.  Out  of  this  she  has  to  pay  4^d.  on  each  dozen  for 
thread,  etc.,  and  cost  of  her  machine  and  irons.  Her 
average  working  day  is  10  or  12  hours,  and  about  half-an- 
hour  daily  is  taken  up  in  fetching  and  returning  the  work. 
The  work  is  fairly  regular,  but  subject  to  slack  seasons.  In 
her  best  week  she  may  earn  los.  6d.,  but  this  very  excep- 
tional, and  sometimes  she  only  gets  3s.  or  4s. 

2 Vamp- beading  (Ladies’  Shoes). — Each  bead  has  to 
be  put  on  separately  by  hand,  and  the  work  is  very  trying 
to  the  eyesight.  The  worker’s  average  day  is  14  hours, 
and  her  average  earnings  6s.  weekly.  Three  shillings  rent 
is  paid  for  one  room.  Work  is  slack  from  December  to 
June.  The  rates  paid  are  from  is  jd.  to  2s.  6d.  for  a 
dozen  pairs,  and  about  2d.  weekly  is  paid  for  thread,  and 
something  beyond  for  needles. 


3-  M ATCH-BOx  Makixg. — The  boxes  are  paid  for  at  the 
rate  of  2d.  to  2',d.  per  gross,  and  out  of  this  the  worker  has 
to  spend  about  '|d.  fori4  gross  on  paste,  string,  etc.  Her 
average  working  day  is  from  8 a.m.  to  9 or  10  p.m.  She 
loses  half-an-hour  to  one  hour  per  day  in  fetching  and 
returning  the  work.  An  average  weekly  wage  is  7s.,  and 
the  work  is  fairly  regular. 

4.  Blouse  Making. — For  fancy  blcmses  this  worker 
receives  2s.  4d.  per  dozen,  and  has  to  pay  about  2',d.  on 
every  dozen  for  her  thread,  etc.,  not  to  mention  the  outlay 
on  her  machine.  She  loses  six  or  seven  hours  a week,  and 
about  6d.  on  ’bus  fares,  in  fetching  and  returning  the  work. 
Her  average  wages  are  5s.  weekly,  but  the  work  is  regular 
for  only  five  months  in  the  year. 

5.  Fruit-Basket  Making. — This  worker  buys  her  own 
material— wood — which  costs  on  an  average  is.  6d.  for  a 
gross  of  baskets,  and  sells  the  baskets  herself  in  the  market. 
For  the  ilb.  size  she  gets  3s.  per  gross ; but  the  price  is 
going  down  very  much  owing  to  the-  competition  of 
machine-made  baskets.  She  loses  considerable  time  in 
fetching  her  wood,  and  about  2d.  ’bus  fare  per  day  ; and 
also  hawking  to  customers  takes  time.  The  average 
working  day  is  12  hours,  and  average  earnings  is.  3d.  per 
day.  Without  the  help  of  her  little  girl  of  eleven  Hie 
“ could  not  make  so  much.”  The  work  is  regular  for  about 
four  months  in  the  summer,  but  there  is  little  or  none  in 
the  winter. 

6.  Artificial-Flower  Making. — For  fifty  years  this 
worker  has  made  artificial  flowers.  She  works  14  hours  a 
day,  losing  about  two  hours  in  fetching  and  returning 
work.  Violets  are  paid  for  at  7d.  a gross  ; buttercups,  3d. 
a gross  ; roses,  is.  3d.  to  3s.  6d.  a gross ; and  so  on.  She 
spends  6d.  weekly  on  paste,  and  earns  an  average  of  los.  a 
week. 

7.  Pinafore  Making. — Rates  have  gone  down  very 
much  in  this  trade,  and  it  is  also  less  regular  in  season.  2s.  a 
dozen  pinafores,  2s.  3d.  a dozen  overalls,  making  through- 
out, finding  own  cotton.  One  pinafore  takes  two  hours  or 
more.  The  worker  has  suffered  verv  much  in  health  from 

w 

constant  machining. 

8.  Military  Embroidery. — This  worker  is  somewhat 
crippled.  Besides  the  military  embroidery,  she  does  other 
kinds  of  embroidery  when  she  can  get  them,  e g.,  school 


badges,  etc.  Her  average  earnings  are  12s.  weekly  in  a 
o-ood  week,  but  the  work  is  very  intermittent,  and  she  has 
had  no  work  at  military  contracts  for  some  months.  'Fhe 
Government  last  year  promised  to  be  more  strict  over 
prices  paid  to  women  workers  by  contractors,  but  nothing 
practical  appears  to  have  been  done  up  to  now. 


S^articulars  of  Sweating  Sxhibits^ 


Safety-pin  Carding.— For  carding  144  cards  the  worker 
receives  6d.  On  an  average  580  pins  must  be  put  in  for  a 
penny.  (Birmingham). 

Pearl  Button  Carding.— Rates  of  pay  vary  from 
2S.  9d.  to  6s.  8d.  per  14.400  buttons  according  to  size.  To 
thread  about  600  takes  over  an  hour. 

Trouser  Button  Carding.  — For  carding  14,400 
buttons  the  worker  receives  3s.,  i.e.,  400  are  sewn  on  for  id. 

Brush  Making. — One  woman  at  this  trade  starts 


working  at  4 a.m.,  works  all  spare  hours  until  1 1 p.m.,  and 
earns  only  10s.  a week.  A slow  worker  earns  only  is.  6d. 
a week.  I los.  a week  means  one  brush  made  and  drawn  in 
an  hour). 

Boxing  Hooks  and  Eyes  — Rate  of  pay,  4^d.  a gross. 
The  worker  (helped  r;y  children)  can  earn  6s.  or  7s.  a week. 
Hours,  8 a.m.  until  u p.m.,  with  interruptions. 

Hook  and  Eye  Carding.  (Birmingham). — Hook  and 
eye  carding  involves  three  processes  ; the  cards  are  made  up 
into  packs  of  one  or  two  gross  (144  or  288),  and  payment 
is  made  per  dozen  packs.  Prices  range  from  3d.  or  6d.  to 
IS.  o^d.  per  dozen  gross  of  cards.  Average  earnings  said 
to  be  4s.  to  5s  per  week.  .A  family  of  seven,  working  in 
all  available  hours,  with  deductions  for  thread,  can  earn 
I os,  6d.  a week. 

Stitching  on  Hooks  and  Eyes. — For  stitching  on 
20,736  hooks  and  eyes  the  worker  earns  gd.,  and  for  25,920 
larger  hooks  and  eyes  the  payment  is  6d.  In  the  case  of 
the  best  paid  work,  the  worker  must  stitch  on  46,656  hooks 
and  eyes  of  a certain  size  to  earn  is.  i-^d. 

Glove  Seaming.  — i.  As  received  by  the  worker. 
2.  As  returned  by  the  worker,  with  the  glove  turned  inside 
out  and  each  fingertip  stitched.  There  are  from  30-32  stitches 
to  pick  up  at  each  of  the  10  fingertips  for  one  pair.  For  i 
dozen  pairs,  equalling  120  fingertips,  the  worker  receives 
2^d.  She  can  do  a dozen  pairs  in  about  2^  hours. 
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Men’s  Hose.  (Leicester).  — Price  paid  to  worker, 
IS.  8d.  per  dozen  pairs.  Time  making  i dozen  pairs, 
7 hours  ; winding  yarn,  2 k hours  ; finishing  toes  and  heels, 
2 hours  ; total,  i labours.  Retail  price,  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  6d. 
per  pair. 

L.vdies’  F.A.NCY  Belts. — Time  taken  to  make  and 
finish  I belt,  2L  hours.  Price  received  for  making  through- 
out, 2s,  6d.  per  doz.  belts.  Worker  has  to  find  own  machine 
and  cotton — receives  work  cut  out  but  has  to  cut  own 
trimmings  to  measurements  given,  bind  steels,  and  turn 
over  bindings  for  steels  for  runners,  Worker  can  only  make 
and  finish  6 per  day,  working  hard  for  1 5 hours. 

Chainm.\king.  (Cradley  Heath).  S]Decimen  of  Women’s 
work.  Price  4s.  3d.  per  cwt.  Hours  12  per  day,  with  short 
intervals  for  meals.  Earnings  in  this  case  about  los.  per 
week.  Average  earnings  under  7s.  per  week.  The  worker 
provides  anvil,  forge,  tools,  and  coal : the  price  of  coal  is 
rising.  A woman  worker  earning  15s.  per  week  is 
considered  wealthy. 

Xail  Making  (Catshill,  nr.  Bromsgrove.) — Price,  7Ld. 
to  IS.  2d.  per  1,000  according  to  size.  Hours  5.30  a.m.  to 
9 p.m. — sometimes  later.  Earnings,  15s.  a week  is  good 
pay.  Average  7s.  or  8s.  per  week. 

The  price  has  gone  down  from  2s.  to  iid.  per  1,000,  for 
this  variety  in  25  years,  is.  8d.  per  week  must  be  deducted 
for  tools,  coals  and  moulds. 

Boys’  Trousers. — Price  for  making,  i^d.  per  pair, 
worker  finding  own  cotton.  Takes  liours  to  make  crne 
pair.  Process. — The  cloth  and  also  the  linings  have  to  be 
seamed  by  machine,  also  all  bits  for  the  flys,  fly  linings, 
and  pockets  made,  all  seams  pressed,  linings  and  knickers 
joinea  and  turned,  button  put  on  and  buttonholes  worked, 
finished  off  by  hand,  pressed  inside  and  out,  and  ticket  sewn 
on. 

Some  pairs  take  i;-  hours  to  make,  and  are  paid  at  the 
rate  of  ifd.  per  pair. 

Bodice  Steels. — Price  for  casing,  2-|^d.  per  gross.  Takes 
7 hous  to  case  i gross.  Average  earnings  : 2s.  pd.  per  week. 
(14  hours  to  day.) 

The  casing  has  to  be  cut  into  lengths,  steel  put  in, 
ends  turned  over  and  stitched  with  coloured  cotton.  This 
work  is  done  by  a widow  70  years  oM.  She  lives  with  a 
married  daughter  who  helps  her,  otherwise  she  could  not 
manage. 


Bibs. — (i)  Time  taken  per  dozen,  hours.  Price 
paid  for  making  per  dozen,  5ld.  Retail  price  for  single 
bib,  6^d.  (2)  Time  taken  per  dozen,  ah  hours.  Price  paid 

for’making  per  dozen,  SM.  Retail  price  for  single  bib, 

about  2/-. 

Beaded  Trimmings,  from  Buckinghamshire  village, 
.(i)  Black  beading,  paid  at  2d.  per  yard.  Time  taken  to  do 
I vard,  3 hours.  (2)  Coloured  spangles  and  beads  on  net, 
paid  at  3/-  per  1000  sewn  on.  Time  taken  to  do  L yard 
(about  240)  3 hours  (3)  Black  jet  edging,  paid  at  i/-  for 
12  yards.  Time  taken,  15  hours  per  dozen  yards. 


S.  S'Ae  eCeciures. 

3 p.m.— ARCHDEACON  \V1LBERE(  )RCE,  D.l  ).— The 
opening  of  the  Exhibition 

^.13  p m._CAX()N  BARNET  T.  M.A.— ’’Sweating  and 
Cheapness.” 

7- 0  p.m.— Mrs.  RAMSAY  M.-\CDOXALD.— ‘ The  organ- 

isation of  Industry.” 

8- 15  p.m. — Miss  MARY  .MLTR.— ”S  weating  and  the 

School  Children.” 


4.  eCiterature. 

The  following  are  a few  pamphlets  and  books  which 
may  be  recommended  to  those  who  desire  to  enquire 
further  into  the  subject.  Most  of  these  pamphlets,  etc., 
will  be  on  sale  at  the  Literature  Stall : — 

“ Home  Work  and  Sweating,’’  by  Miss  B.  L.  Hutchins. 
(Fabian  Society.)  id. 

“ How  to  deal  with  Home  Work.”  (Women’s  Indus- 
trial Council.)  \d. 

■■  Women’s  Wages  in  England  during  the  Nineteenth 
Century.”  (Women’s  Industrial  Council.)  id. 
Australian  and  New  Zealand  Labour  Laws.  ’ 
(Women’s  Industrial  Council),  id. 

“ Reports  on  Home  Industries  of  Women  in  London. 

(Women’s  Industrial  Council.)  1897,  i/-;  19°^? 

“ The  problem  of  Home  Work,”  Miss  Irwin.  (Scottish 
Council  for  Women’s  Trades.)  4d. 


Larger  Volumes. 


“Sweated  Industry,’’  Miss  Clementina  Black.  (Duck- 
worth & Co ) 3/6. 

“Women  in  the  Printing  Trades,”  J.  Ramsay  Mac- 
donald, M.P  iP-  S.  King  & Co.)  2/- 
“ d'he  Case  for  the  Factory  Acts,”  Edited  by  Mrs. 
Sidney  Webb.  (Grant  Richards. j i/- 


Jt  S^ieasant  Contrast. 

On  one  of  the  small  tables  will  be  found  a collection 
of  basket  work,  t'^c  , made  by  the  children  w.io  have  been 
attending  the  L.C.C.  Open-air  School,  Bostall  Woods, 
Plumstead.  There  are  also  a few  photographs  illustrating 
the  work  of  the  School.  The  articles  are  shown  by  the 
kind  permission  of  Miss  Mabel  Gibbs,  the  superintendent 
of  the  School,  which  although  it  has  only  been  carried  on 
for  a few  weeks  has  greatly  benefited  a large  number  of 
weakly  and  ailing  children.  Many  of  these  little  ones, 
who,  a few  moths  ago,  were  quite  unable  through  physical 
weakness  to  attend  an  ordinary  indoor  school  are  now 
resuming  school  work  with  normal  children  bringing  with 
them  fresh  interests  derived  from  close  contact  with  natural 
things. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  a short  time  (^pen-air  Schools  may 
be  a recognised  part  of  our  educational  system. 


